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OR£>EREt3^, That the Hon. Speaker, Mr. Orts^ 
Mr. RussELty Mr.PARKMAiTy Mr. XiowBLLt Mr. 
l^ftowKy and Mr. HunmewelLi be a Committee to wait on 
the Rev. Thomas Baldwih, ahd to thank him in the nam^ 
ef the Houfe, for his difcourfe delnrered bebr^ Hii Etcellen* 
cy The GoVermor, the Hon. Cot7NCiir, arid the two 
Branches of the Legislature, on the 26th ioftant, the 

day of Greneral Eledion, and to requeft a eopy thereof for 
the preGs. 
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^^MIXMM^ ANJ> VOT USING TOUR lfMJ{fTr SOU 4 

XnNUMER ABLE ^rc the f;»vor$ which ia- 
dulgent heaven heftows oa the childreu of men. 
Among the choiceft of a^ earthly nature, we may 
reckon the enjoyment of perfonal fafety,the acquifi* 
tron of property, and in general the liberty of doing 
whatever vnll not be injurious to the rights of 
others* 

In order to fecure thefe blefl^iigs men have been 
induced to afibciate together* Their mutual-wants 
and weaknefies urge them to unite for their cobih 
mon fafety ;. and a reciprocation of kind office^ in 
alCfting and ptoteding es^ch other, forms the bond 
of thnr focial unioiu 

■ 

To give forces however, to fuch comtibmtionS) 
they mull be reduced to fyftcm^ their priacq)les dc- 
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fined) and order wd fubordination eftabliihed« By 
thus uniting^ the ftrength of the whole body, upon 
tny emergency, can cafily be cqlle&ed to a fmgle 
point, fa this union only individual and perfonal 
^fety can be enjoyed. Jt will hence fpllow, that 
where the rights and privileges of all are fecured, 
and equal proteftjon extended, all muft be under 
obligations to contribute to the fiipport, and to yield 
obedience to them who are appointed to carry the 
public will into fS^Qu 

Thefe duties are inferred from the nature of ciy4 
government in gei^eral,, from the exptefs principle^ 
of onr/oeial compa^, and from the plain declarations 
in the wordof Gob. 

Thefacred fcri]ptures inform usv of the origin ^d 
progrefs of fociety, feveral centuries .beyond what 
can be found in any other writings. 

The particular hiftory of the Jemfli nation for 
many ages together, and Gop's providential deal, 
ings towards that highly favoured people, afford us 
much interefling inftruaion, Their civil, policy, 
which was principally dilated by GpD himfelf, and 
the influence which reUgion had in forming their 
national charafter, have been faithfully record?4 
and handed down to ua. 

The glory of this nation had been gradually der 
clining for five <:enturies before the ChrilUan era j 
and at this time they were groaning under the Ro- 
man yoke. They were indeed looking for a Mbs- 
siAH, but had no idea that Jesus of Nazareth was 
the perfon. They were expeftipg ?t temporal dcliv- 
cf er, and not a fpiritual Savion Therefore when 
CmiisT attempted to intf oduce the gofpel difpenfa* 
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tion among theih^ they charged him with a Ifedidous^ 
defignagainft the Roman government. And al<> 
though he declared that his kingdom was not of 
this world, yet his enemies infifted that he was en^ 
deayouri|ig to eftablifh a feparate intereft^ which' in 
its tendency was fubverfive of focial order, and bo£- 
til? to the exiftihg powerst No inference could be 
more unjust, nor a charge more- iaife .and cruel ; 
yet on this pretence Filaii^ was prevailed upon to 
give feiiteiice againft hiiii. ^^ Ifj faid they, thou ie^ 
eft this man go, thou art not C^far^s friend ; for 
whpfoeyer maketh himfelf a king fpeaketh agamft 

The fame invidious charge was brought s^smft 
the Diliciples of Christ, and often made the pre- 
text fpr their perfecution. They chained Foul 
VJth being '^ a peftilent fellow, and a mover of fe# 
dition among all the Jews throughout the world/* 
In order to wipe off a ftigma fo foul, and to coo- 
vince his adverfaries th^t the benevolent religion of 
the gofpe} w^s not unfriendly to focial order, we 
find him fre(][uently inculcating upon his chriftiait 
brethren, the duties of fubmiilion and obedience to 
eftabliihed authority. In his epiftle to the Romans, 
he charged them to ^^ be fubje£l to the higher pwh 
ers ;" by which he evidently meant civil magii^ 
trates. To ^ive force to the exhortation he adds, 
*• for there is no power but of Gon j the powers 
that be are or4ained of God/' The fame Apoftle 
^reded timothy to offer up <^ fupplications, pray* 
CT8, and intercei&ons for all that were in authority/^ 
^c alfo charged Titus to put the flock to whidi he 
inim'ftered in mind, «^ to 5c fubjc^ to principalities 

and 
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ji4 5»wrs, to ojjey wagiftmes, ^ to be ready tcj 
CWy gpod work»*V ' 

1$ IS; worthy, of obfervation, that when the Apoftle 
wrote thefts ^liftles^ the civil authority wa$ wholly 
in^ tJM .)»Q<^ of Heathen xi^agiftrates. And Tome 
OJN^tWb too ftbe gre?tcft nionfters of grueltyi that 
wercev^riuiercdtQ f way a fceptre^ or difgrace a 
I^B^ T^yj^ntfy who were dif^ingullhed only by 
thieir cxime^ and rendered inamortal only by their 
Vfl^THYf . ¥et f uch wns the pacific fpirit of * the gof, 
f^ Ofat Chnfiia&s were exhorted to << be fubjedt 
m^fmiiyfof wrath/' that k for fe£^r of punifhq;icint| 
** but for confcience fake,'* 
,.iSefttiment6.^milar tothefe were enforced by the 
AvoB^Pfteryinr our context, " Submit yourfclves, 
fei^.hc^.to.every ordinance of man for the Lord's; 
fa^te. Jforthis J& the will of God, that with welL 
dknng };e may put to fUence the ignorance of fooj* 
Uli.mieB* Asfree^ and not ufing your liberty for ^ 
^k^>i^ rmlmm/nefs ; but as tbefervants ofGoD.^^ 

Theifeafe of the text will more fully appear, by 
the fallowing familiar paraphrafe. As if be had 
feid^ ^*f ou wiU no!;, ,my brethren, miftfike the na» 
tm& ."of your Chriftian liberty, to fuppofe that be^ 
Cftufe you profefs to be tiie difciples of Christ, you 
ace freed from your allegiance to the government 
under which you are placed. It is true^ that if the 
&on hatb made you free^ then are you free indeed^ 
But this freedom confifts in being delivered from 
jthe ^ilt and power of fin, from the dominion of 
your own lulls, and from final condemnation at the 
^reat day whfen God (hall judge the world by 
Jfisus CaajsTt But inftead of leffemiJg your ob* 
^ ligations 
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figadons to coiLtributc to the peicifind* orctfcf of fo* 
dct/s U. greatly increafes them. Tour dttty kS 
Chriftiam is urged by higher ' motives, and* yotrf: 
obedience fecuTed,by more folemn (aniftfoixjs Stib*- 
mit yourfeives therefore to every ordtnance of maH| 
defigned for the good of fociety, and Hot inebK^ 
tait with the diftates cf your -own toWcifflccf, of 
the duties you -owe to your Goii i And t&nt^b)^ 
Well-doing»you will put to filence the ignorance df 
fooliih ,men^ who reprefent your fentlments as^ tend-* 
ing to difloyalty and fedition^ Ai trte^ but ii<M[ 
abufing yout liberty in ufing it as a doke feMftalis 
dous conduct ; but in all circumftances condti£l<i 
ing yourfeives faSthfuUy as the fervants of Gofi^^ 

^rom the fubjeCt thus plated before us, we »* 
naturally led to the following inqtnries* Wfaeil 
inay a people be faid to be free ? What are the 
means befl: calculated to preferve their freedoiiH 
and promote their happineis and profperky ?* AttA'^ 
In what refpe£ts are they in danger from theiibii£b 
pf their liberty ? 

In ordef to find a free people, we need ifot re- 
pair to Ljbia^s burning fands, fo learn the iavage 
jcuftoms and manners of thofe barbarous defceddant^ 
x>f IJbma^lj who indeed boaft of their freedom^ but 
♦^hofe liberty effehtially confifts,in committing/with 

Impunity and without a bluflh the moft fbgrant a£t$ 
of tifitltikce and H^'uftice* Not n k necQ0ary that 
the rellraints impoCed by wife and equitable laws 
Amid be taken off) and the force of moral prind^^ 

idc remoriMl in ^rder to vender a people free. Such 
a 4ace of iSmgB would ofdy produce a lawfefs u» 
governable freedom, which would terminate ai the 
^orft kind of anarchy and confitfion. 

It 
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" It is evident thjjjt triaay who pretend to be tKe. 
Votaries of liberty, never underftood its true princN 
pl^, iior condu6bpd themfelves worthy of its bleiT* 
ings*, Genuine fociai liberty can never exift with-^' 
out bdng 'prote£ted and fupported by law, enlight- 
ened and aided by morality and religion. 

. B)it what peculiai'ly diftinguiflies a free people 
from iil others, is, the right they colfedively pofl 
fipfe^ govern themfelves: Or in. other words, the 
rifihtof.chbofmg and ellablifliing their own forms 
ofj^oyernxpieiit ; and of. appointing t6 dffice fchdfe 
wh^ipafake and. execute, the laws. 

That very confiderable privileges may be enjoy- 
ed « imder a defpotic government) and that the 
nghte of juflice may in general be maintained, will 
be res^y^dmitted. But if the.gdyernnient exifts 
indepea^caKit of the governed, they cknhot be faid to 
be free. Their fecurity for the few privileges th^y 
do enjoys depends ,n6t on their acknowledged 
rightSy but entirely on the will and difpofition of 
the perfons in office. 

^ ,AlMegitimate governments are, of ought to be 
founded in compaSk for it is not ealy to conceive 
jxow one man fliould have a right to rule oVef ano^ 
ther, equally jfree as himfolf, without his confent : 
And fhould any one pfefuihe to ekercife' authority 

over any portion of his fellow-nien, without their 
exprefs or implied confent ; they might, with great 

prdpriety^ demand of him by what authority be did it f 

and who gave him this authority ? 

But, inflead'of being founded in conipa£)^, mdl 

of the governments which exift, owe their origin to 

fome ufurping tyraat } who^ being more crafty^or 
' ' more 




Idtt bi^ tHtA. Power thus wrdi^ftilly obtsuqad 

iat firft, after defcending frdm hand te hand for a 
fe^ gendratioa^/at length be<*onies legitimated and • 

a 

confirmed b^ tinle/ • .' * ♦ 

The people dfth^fe VfiiBdime^ jfre v pScultai-If 
hippy In this refp^ft, Our Riftorf dOeS tot- begin 
tvith nartatirig the expldit* df feme ^fanguhiat^f - 
Chief, whofe blbod-ftained crinles like thofe of jP/- ' 
iirn) rendered him theterrdrof defencelefs inno- 
iCence, ind the execration of niankind. No \ vre 
gidryiri 1 rijct of anceftors, ^ho vrerciihen of the/" 
piireft mdrils, and ntdft iinfulliftd virtue.' Who 
were too pioiis to diflfcnlble,' alid td Indc^ndciit to 
fiibniit to icclefiaftfcil fiilnfinatidnsi Men who 
were \Wlling to leave th^ir dear tiadve ihoret^ and .. 
ferofs the widefpreading; oceail in queft of tftiji. beti * 
ter coilntty. Who cheerfully encountered the nu^ 
nierdus perils of ati inhofpitablewildernefsj in ordei^ 
to fecUre to thcitifelveg and thdr poiterity^ the un* 
hidlefted enjoyment of civil arid religious liberty. 

Thefe bleffingj dnd privileges they bequeathfed 
Sffith. their dying breath to their ehildr^ j and in 
defence of this pti^cioiis legacy^ We feel oiirfelves 
juf^iiiec^to Goi^ aitd the tniverfe^ in appealing to 
arms iu our late glorious revolutidn« - 

Oiincaufe was juil^dnd heaven ftu^ceededit The 
coatdft was.ietrere, butvifirory and gk^y Iblldweii; 
The fun of freedom which had been gradusdly rif« 
ingupbn thefe iniant dates, now bi^ft fwth in me« 
ridian fplendoi:. . A nation vras hprii in a day. A 
new QraHrogimincedk Another: ^^njpire appeared 
cn^lie map of the worid* Aftonifli^d £ume be- 
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held inAls weftera htnufphare « ik«# eiii&ellitiei; 
Gosjedure was on tiptoe gasnngt and fpeculatioxi 
with untifual adroknefs was endeavouring to find tts 
magnitude and motion. Some thought ihej dif- 
covered a new planet in the political horizon, mov» 
ing tegoixAy in its own orbit. Others concluded 
it would prow only a fatdlite of feme Europe* 
an power. But many who viewed it through a fet 
of royal optics, conceived it to be only a balcftd 
comet, portending revolution and war, making a 
hafty traniit, and ea^fted momently it would dif- 
appeaf • But, they bad yet to learn that we we^e 
** a world by otirfcives j" that we were independent 
RepiMicans } that we were free. 

When the paf&ons incident to a (late of war had 
fuhfkied, and God had given us reft from sdl out 
eiunmes round about, the public attention was natur- 
ally drawn to our internal iituation. Our provi^ 
fional government, whi ch, like the tabernacle in the 
wildemefs,had been ereSed during our revolution^ 
ary march, was too defefiive and inefficient for our 
future fecurity.^ It was unable to preferve public 
credit, or feeure public eonfidence. It hence be-^ 
came indiTpenfibly neceflary in order to confolidate 
the uiHon- of the States, and to give permalsency and 
dignity to our national charader, that a new Gon^^ 
ftitution ihould be formed. That ther pow^s of 
the different brs^hes of (he genend government 
ihould be fpecificaUy defined ; thmr limits fo di& 
tin^ly marked as not to interfere with each other ^ 
and fufficient energy given to the whole, to fupport 
order wd tranquilly at home, honor and good faith 
with all nations with whom we were connected a« 
broad... 

Delegates 
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Delegates^ were accordingly appdihted hf tht 
^sfferent States who met in conventian for tftis pup.' 
pole* Tkis was at a time and under cireumftances 
pectttiirly favoarabte to the defign. The^ attach- 
nusits which we <mce felt for royalty, had been 
completely fubdued, by a long feries of tyrannical 
and vindi&ive oppipeflion. Nor had tihe Repnblicai; 
name at this times been difgraced by a£ts o^ cruelty 
and irreligion. The friendly ties which bound ug 
together during the period of qur common danget:, 
bad fcarcely began to fbicken i and invidious ££^ 
tinSdons between the i^fferent States were made (if 
at all) with great caution. Party-fpirit, that^fp^^'^ 
fyon of ^U popular governments as yet ilept in filent 
embryo, (Would to God its fieep had Reaper* 
petual.) No fufpicious circumftances of perfqnal 
power and aggrandizementf ^(wakened either our 
jealoufies or our fears. Nor could we feel any, for 
at the head of this venerable ailembly was our late 
iLLusTRioys CffUF. 1^ not in arms like a peN 
petual Dilatory awing them into fubmiffioj^ to hi& 
will. No. ; for Vkc Timolkn when he faw l\i,s coun- 
try hwj he flieafihed his fword and returned to the 
rank of a private citizen. Nev(fr was thpr« an^iU; 
fembly convened upon a more iotece{jting and im^. 
portant occaiion. for no^ only the pre£ent ^te o^ 
l^eir country^ h^t ^e futvte deftiny of unborn, mil. 
Upns d^p^ded up^ their deci£k)ns^ They w^re to> 
lay th^ foundation of an empire, the eacteiu and dii* 
ration of whidji. iK was imppfible to ^alcubM^^^T--^ 
What an auguft fpedacle was here ! the Fathers of 
our tribes deliberately forming a {dan of gov«ra« 
nott^ The voIubmi of antiquity wert open before 

* them. 
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them, apd ^e 03{{»friefitt of all nai^m ud ag«f ^« 
riched t|ieir ctifciiiS^iis^ After furyeyi^g ^ mtsr^ 
efts of the ^ole, 2x4^ toaking fucb mi)tuM coAtefr: 
0O11S M iocal cirqumftances rfquired, they «l3«iii»^ 
moufly s^eed hi the efleatial arliclfs of our pre^ 
fiSAt .excellent Conftitutioii. It' was thent fiibmitted 
agiia to^ fietelral Sts^es, and by them exaniiaed^ 
apttt'ovad^d accepted, and thus became' tlie ixxn 
preme lavr of the lasid. This k is conceived la Su 
eraUy wfmol cmpaSl^ ivhat political wntferi^ bave^ 
fs^ to ilie conthpy, :aotWkhfta&diiig; ' ■ 

This &cred inftnunent ou^t €o be cimfidered as 
tha great diiarter cf^xb rights and* priyilc^, f and 
us the foundation of our nationaji dVil polity.' 80' 
loQgas ve pcefenre it invidlate, and govern ouri. 
felves according to its true fpirit, fo long weihall* 
continue to be a free people. It will be isopoflible 
for .defpotic power to fupport itfelf in Am^rm'^ until 
we ba^7 degenerate from the fpirit of our anCeCr 
tors, and depart entirely from the principles of our 
confederation. * ^ . 

One great fecurity againft the abtife of power, is . 
the ihort tenure by which it & held« No offices 
are made hereditary) ahd for this plam reafoii I 
conceive, that talents and virtue, which are efiehtial 

qualifications j are hot iTei^ditirJt, v - 

^No country evfer exhibited a Ikirer fpccimen of 
moral juilice than ours, nor can-any be fouftdof e; 
qual papulation wheihe capital pdniftments dre led}^ 
freq^wt^ -It Mm becaufe iri ftfffef '^rlme^ to go • 

* - • ' . ufapunifted, 

* ^aiey^ fuppofet thirc^ n^yer wa« fiic^ • thing «• a fQ^iH compact, • 
%Q ))C met with.' Sec alfo JSurgl^t Polit. Dif^. 
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Relipon, dt .9li times «ff«^al to tiie;9«U-b$«£ 

of fociety,' tboQ^. mt^abUjbed9 japcotefibed and 
encdun^ed by the Ijetwa of our vCQUOti^. This Ssns^ 
tixA^sA coTtdponds with that diyim ^eflaisuioQ, 
♦f By JM* kings; rcigw aqd prio«», decree juftice j'? 
iinportiog, that they n^ed Christ's r^%iQati^ fiqi«^ 
port their teetering thrones^ l?ut that^is caa&. could 
etsift without th^ir authority t Uo UiQfLxian ixecd. 
h impofed by lawupoR.iuiy ipaii^ n W; hjiTP .w^ wy; 
njktional formul^iry ei^geptijig thjgL bifel% j mA every. 
iDaiiis at liberty tp io^^pret ^is a^ccpfdifig to the 
di<|ate^ of his own conici^uce^ a^d i&.. accQUOtablf 
only to God for his errorit 

Oppre^a may g^in a . tcwp^^ty . exi%ace un- 
der the p}^el^.gpyernmenfo ; by the. p^ijifiMr^emeati 
ofparticular agents i \^yx itpiigh^. npt to. be attxibuu. 3"^ 
ed to the laws, bijt tp tljeir psr,T?riipn,. ; 

The ConftitutApja of .Uu?,Qopuagn.wcaljix, declares . 
itfiglf. the friepid and prptp^f of ev«ry mm^ who de* 
lufeafl^himfelf quietly wd p?a$;.e»bly as .a.gQod.fubT 
jea, let hjs reljgioua fejiti|a^j^ b^ whutf tbey.niay, 
Jtha^alfp decreed, th^^t '^n^ fubordin^fipaQf any. 
one fed or denomination to another ihaU ever Jbe. 
efta.Wift<54 by law/' . 

If it.be acluipwledged tl^l .m^n h^ye^i .right to 
ferve God according tp the hgh^ of tbqr own un-, 
derftand^gf, then they pa^not b? cpnftitutionally 
deprived of the megm pf feryiqg.him^ 1% is not o- 
l^Pii^fik that^^he mipd.be, leCtiref . ; fprihs command: 
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is,thoti (halt <«hottoTc theLoRD whh thy fubftancc,*^ 
VIYaiMofes faidwhenhe \ras about tokareJ?^ 
gypt will apply in the prefent cafe} «*Our cattle alfo, 
faid he, fhall go witH us, there fliall not an hoof be 
left behind ; fbr thereof muft we take to ferve the 
Lord our God ; and we know not with wJbat we 
piuft ferve the Lord until we are come hither.-^ 

It is with peculiar pleafure that we obferv:e at the 
prefent day, the increafing prevalence of chriftiati 
eandof and liberality. This candor it is hoped) is 
not the offspring of torpid indifferency ; much \tisi 
of infidelity ; but arifes Irom more juft and enlarge4 
views of the nature and genius of the gofpeL While 
Chriftians are lefs zealous in defending feme of the 
outworks of the fyftem, they ought to be more firm* 
ly united in fupporting the eflential articles of th^ 
**Faith once delivered to the Saints.*' 

Having thus ponfidered fome of our moft eflen- 
tial rights both civil and facred which we poifefs, 
and which we hope to convey unimpaired to our 
children ; fhall I be chargeable with vanity in faying, 
there never has been e nation whofe hiftory has 
come down to our knowledge, which has enjoyed 
civil and religious liberty in a greater degree than 
we do. If we are not a free people, I confefs it 
furpalles my ingenuity- to conceive how a people 
can be fo. ... 

We proceed Secondly to inquire, What are ibe 
means hejl calculated to preferve our freedom^ and to > 
promote our bappinefs and profptrity f 

'io which it may be anfwered, i . That as all 
popular governments depend in a great degree on 
public fentiment, it. is highly important that this 
^ould be enlightened; 
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tt IS kt bbfenritum \ffaich I belieVe trill ilot be 
t^ntroYcrted ; that the more defpotic a goTernment 
is, the more ignorant the people generally are. It 
is undoubtedly the intefeft of thofeiri power to keep 
thcia fo. For were they once fo enlightened as tb 
underftand the nature df civil liberty, and to aft 
upon any rational fyftdm in recovering their ufurp* 
ed rights, it would be impofGble to keep them in 
fubjeaion. It is juftly obferved by Paley, that '' the 
phyflcal ftrength refides in the governed." It if, 
therefore^ truly aftonifhing to' fee milUons of ration-' 
^1 beings, no ways «* deficient in ftrength or cour- . 
age,'* fubmitting to the will of a fingle tyrant ; and . 
with all the docility bf the laboring ox, put their 
neck^ quietly undet* his yoke. Still to keep up this 
ignoran<ie every manly femiment ist fuppreffed, and * 
every ray of political light fliut out, and. the flavifh 
do6krine of nonreftJlancB and pajjive obedience incul- . 
cated, with all the zeal of fanadcifm, and enforced 
with the terrors of everlafting punifbment. 

In a reprefentative republic juft the reverfe of this . 

beconws ncceflary. Here, it is all-important that ■ 

the people Ibould be enlightened j as they are the » 

ac^owledged fource of all power, whether legifla- 

tivdor executive. Correft political information, 

therefore^ cannot be too generally and widely dif- 
fufed. 

As the public papers are the common medium of 
this informationr, it i» of the liighdl importance to 
the well-bemg of fociety, that they fcould be con- 
duced with intelligence and abifity, and like a wit- 
neft under oaA, that Aey flibuld' *' tell the truthr 
the whole truth, and pothing but die truth." Pub- 
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tatot coftxrems afa* government,!^ itfelf'cetatwul&i 
arid dii^aed' by fo triflmg a thing as a Newf-papeth ' 
If tfiiffeps^efentatiohs ' aM ire ptb^ja^ted 

infttedfd df tnlth^ the CDnfc(|uence wiU be,'tTie peopfe'' 
wifi bif nliflfed, an^ their ' libertiei cniclaiigcrefii 
Biif the fuir ^erig^ahcg of afi abufed public, will iri ' 
the'erid, return ufrori th^ heads of thofe Who haW 
been thui' guilty of . deceiving thenS. 

*We'aIfoadd,tht)fe lif^raty inftitiitidini fbiinied' 
by our vehcrable an^eftdrs, fot- the edueation of 
Jrcruflf," iiWtfi others dfalaferdatej siiid to which' 
th^prefent Improved ftite O'f fociety is fd miicli'm- 
dcbtedi liSfuft be cheriflled and ftipported with' tina^ 
bafirig fdTidltudtf. there cart hardly be a fubjeiaf 
thf^re intereftrrig td a coniniunity, ot ittore deferv-^ 
bg^ of le^llative attehtiori^ than thcl' ediicafioti of 
ydutfi and^ children; Wheri this is tieglefted, aii in- 
jiirjr is ^ ddhfe to foci^y which it is im^dmble to re- 
pain it is fequallly a vJolatioii' of the law of faaturej 
and of the exprfell cdmitiarid of GdD;- To bHng 
upoOT children in the ** niirtui-e and admoiiitioii 
of the LbRfi j" is' an' ai^oftolic injunSiorii It will 
bis* impoflible to do this, if* we ntegleflt their educa- 
tiati. The Legiflature of this Commonwealth have 
doiii tmih already, and we hope they wiB not ^he 
weary in well doing j'* and that their lq/iw$rki 
may bimre'ihdri their firft. ■ 

As'thofe impreffidhs Ivhich ata made updfithe 
minds x)f children, -aife feldbm if ever erafedj it is ■ 
thamore important thit their educatidn fliould be 
prppttrly cdndufted; ' ItVas a judicious tem^k of 
an antSeriC king i£: l^avedenm^ ' ^ Thur nothing 
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IkdaU bt taught childreA) but vhat i^y beevemu^ 
i^ily ufef ul.^^ Their tender minds frequently im^ 
bibe fentiolents at a much earlier period than we 
ire apt to coneeivc, which have an influence ever 
after upon their condud* Hannibaly was but nine 
years old wh^n he Was led to the altar by Hamilcar 
his father, and took the oath of perpetual enmity 
to the Romans. The folemnity of this tranfaftioa 
made an impreffion jipod his mind, T^rhich probably 
^uxounts for his future con4u £t towards that people* 

Thofe to whom this important truft is commit* 
ted, ought to be men of principle as well as talents* 
A vicious man, always lacks an eiTential qualifica*' 
tion to inculcate the principles of virtue. To pro* 
teft and aid the dpening germ of genius ; " to teach 
the young ideas how to (hoot ;*' to give a propct 
fet to the, wayward paillons ; and above all to im^^ 
prefs the tender mind with the love of Virtue and 
religion ; though a delightful is a very arduous 
tafli* Favoured^ as We are, with public fehools, 
academies, and other literary inftitation^, we may 
hope '* that autfms may be As plants ff'ovm up in 
theit youth ; that out daughters frtay beas corner Jiones^ 
folijhed^ after tM ^ilitude tf a palace.** 

But however polfflied and enlightened a people 
may be, they cannot expefl: long to enjoy either 
freedom or profperity unlefs they are virtuous.— 
We therefore add, 2d. That the pradiee of moral 
Virtue, or rddgiolnt, is eflcntial to the profpcrity, if 
ttot to die exiftcnce of a free government. Where 
the authority of Ooti is treated with contempt^ and 
th^ great principles of morality andreligbxi aro 
difi^egardcd^ it BHtft be expend tibat the vile pa& 
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lions win tniimpti and fdgii ; and infiead of nltidii« 
H liberty nothing will remain but an unbounded 
ficentiotifnefs. 

Public confidence dways attaches to moral priil^ 
dple ; aind bence in the fame proportion this is tu 
tiated} tha:t i^ weakened. I appeal to the good 
fenfe of this enlightened aucEence, whether you caii 
poffibly repofe the fame confident in* a mian who 
convinces you that he has no belief in the moral 
pferfeflions of the DeitV, and who does not feel 
himfelf accountable to fucha BEmo, as in one who 
gives evidence' that he zQts under the influence of 
religious principle, a^d with a view* to a day of final 
retribution ? 

If we Took back iritor the femoteft dfepths of Jew- 
ifll antiq'uify, we (Hall find theif moft diftinguifhed 
Patriarchs a^ing under the influence of this prind^ 
pie; and nbt unfrequently appealing to an invifible 
Power, to confirm and give folemnity to thdr fo- 
cial tranfadion^t The fame fendment prevailed in 
the Pagan world. 

Amphittym^ by whofe doquence and addrefs the 
CStvdan cities w^re fir fl: prevailed upon to unite for 
thdr common fafety, was fo fully convinced, that 
^^thofe poli«^ical connexions are the mofl: lafting, 
which are ftrengthened by religion," that he com- 
mitted to the council at Tbermopyk^ the care of the' 
Ddphian Temple. 

The religion of the Bible, above sdl others, has ar 
peculiar tendency to cement and flrengthen the 
bands of fodety,, and promote the happinefs of 
mankind. It iaculcates the purefl: precepts, and 
exemplifies the moft amiable virtuet,^ Every maa»; 

let ]m rank in fodety b« what it vaxj^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ 
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\^ duty plainly po'iAted out, aiid illitftjate4 by ex- 

f|Dple« 
From the hiftory given of the Jewish people, an,4 

Ae different chvafters of their civil rulers, th« 

inagiftrates of other natio^8 n^y deriye the molt 

interefting leffons of inftruOion. They will find, 

that thofe who ruled in integrity ^nd uprightnefs, 

and walked in the f(?ar of the JLord, were bleffe4 

in- their adminittratic(ns, ^d ^hgir people were prof- 

perous and happy. On the other hand, thofe whp 

dUregarded the counfels of hpaven, and chofe ou% 

their own way^, generally involved fhemfelves M 

the nation in calamity and ruin. 

When a virtuous pious Prince was upon the 
throne, it frequently produced an immediate effea; 
Vjpon the manners and moral charaSer of the peo- 
ple. What a furprif^g ZJ^ happy cljange was of- 
ten vifible ', The monuments of idolatry vjere de- 
ftroyed, and the vrorfhip of the true Qod, r^ttored. 
The temple doors which had been dofed, Were 
9pened, the fanfluary cleanfed, and the f^re whicl\ 
i^ad gone out re^ndled upon their ali;ars. The 
Priefts and Levitesj who had fled to their fields, 
were invited back, and placed in their courfesj and 
^e fervice of the houfe of the Lord f(?t in order. 

What was the confec^uence of all this ? Univer- 
sal joy and gladnefs,. Righteoufnefs, peace, a9.4 
tranquility reigned throughout the nation. 

Whenever the^r government fell intg the hand« 
of wicked idolatro^8 riilers, their pernicious prin- 
ciples and example, like a contagioiu leaven, would 
feem to run through the whole Iijmp. The peoi. 
pie would rel^fe s^sua ijBtO idplatry, add vice an4 
Irreligioa triumph. Perhaps 
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"nPcAapa it may be alked, whdihetr thfii pcdplft 
might not, upon the whole, have been as free aiid 
happy without any refigion a$ with ? Of whether 
the worfliipping the traeGot) rather tha!tBAAL bad 
a tendency to promote their national pro^erity ? 
Their hiftory (hall furnifli the anfwer. Oojy fiwr* 
bid, that we fhodd tnake the ezperinient, as it miy 
be attended with very dangerous confequences ! 

The following account will ferve to iliuftrate the 
idea: When the ten tribes revolted from the fann- 
ly of Davidy they fet up Jefoboamy the fon of Kebtft^ 
who made Ifrael to fin. After his death we have the 
following account given by the facred hiftorian :— ^ 
•* Now for a l$ng time Ifrael hatb been without the 
true GoDj without a teaching prie/i^ and without 
Icpuo^ This bore a ftrong refemblance to what in 
modern times^ is called the «^ age rfreafon.^' What 
a happy fituation this people mtift have thought 
themfelves in ? Delivered from all fear and dre^d 
of that holy, juft Heing, whom we call God ! Not 
only fo, but they were freed from the intolerable 
burden and impofmg dogmas of a teaching friefi. 
This facred clafs of men were deemed entirely ufe- 
lefs, and were either difmiffed or driven from the 
fanSuary. And to complete this happy ftate of 
things, they were alfo wiihout law. No reftraint 
from any quarter. What, no God ! No pried ( 
No law ! Then confequently no future accounta- 
bility ! This was liberty worthy the name. What 
an immenfe harvefl of felicity was now ripening be« 
fore them ? Could they poffibly fail of being the 
happieft people in the world, when every obftaclc 
' was fo entirely removed out of the way ? We ap« 
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fml «) rap(ui$iice«Ad f»9:» diofe gwit 4er«jbtt( of 
bttmai^ron, for w anfwer. Tiiey ckclaro ^mk 
great folemnity, tb^t ^^ in tbgfe Urns there turn w 
feme to him ibM went vta n9t to h'm thert cam in ; 
buigre^ vexatiom were s^^on (dl the inkabikmts ef 
tkf countries ; and nation woe d^royed ef nation^ 
emd city rf^itf ; f^* Goj> (bd vex tkem with aU advert 

This is no inore than, ^hat ought be reafonably 
^pe^ted : For when a people give u^p their reli- 
gion, and renounce the authority of GpX), they will 
not heiitate to overleap all bounds of law and mo- 
ralityt and deftroy one another. 

From this brief fpecimen it appears, that the fo« 
clal order and happinefs of a community depend 
efientially on the infiueng^ of moral principle ; and 
we may venture to fay, mould this be (deftroyed, 
exterior force can never fupply its place. Without 
it, we (hall never praftice that " righteoulhefs which 
e^alteth a nation ;" but ihall inevitably fall into 
thofe ** fins which are the reproach of any people." 

There never has been a people, fmce the trib^ 
ranfomed from Egyptian bondage, under greater 
obligations to their God than we are ; and fhould 
we bafely apoftatize from our holy religion, and ufe 
our liberty only for a cloke of malicioufnefsy we muft 
exped fome cho£bn curfe will purfue us to final 
ruin. 

But in a world like this, neither inuocency nor 
uprightnefs will always preferve a people from the 
defigns of avarice and ambition^ 
. We, therefore, add 3d, Another mean of prc- 
lervlng our liberty and of promoting our pro^erity 
is t6e power we poflefs of defending ourfelves. 

Without 
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Without the ^sieaiis of felf-defeuce, theUbertm of 
a people can never be fafe. A ftate of weakoeft 
always invites aggreiiion. Ambitious men feldoi^ 
vant a pretext to plunder and deftroy fuch as have 
not the power of refiftance. Popular govemnients ' 
have been fuppofed l^s capable of felf-defence, 
than thofe of a monarchical form ; becaufe it is 
thought to be more difficult to coUefl: their ener- 
gies, and direft them to any certain point. Hence 
the deftiny of our Republic has often been predift- 
ed by the fate of others. It has been fuppofed that 
the feeds of mortality are fowa in the conftitution 
of all Republics, that they grow with their growth, 
and ftrengthen with their ftrength, and that their 
early diffolution follows of courfe. But this is not 
true as applied to them in particular. No human 
government is exempt from difafter and change. 
Should it be afted, where are thofe republics of 
Greete and Romey which make fuch a figure in an- 
cient hiftory ? In reply, I would alk, where are 
thofe mighty monarchies which were raifed on their 
ruins ? The Grecian republics, retained their free- 
Soiii for feven centuries j whereas the monarchy, 
which by the arms of Alexander was extended over 
great part of the known world, fcafccly outlived 
its founder. The republic of Romey after the ex- 
pulfion of Tarquiriy maintained its liberties for five 
hundred years. Nor did the empire, though one 
of the moft powerful and defpotic that ever exifted, 
continue longer. It commenced nearly with the 
chriftian era, was divided in the beginning of the 
4th century, by Conjiantiney and in the fifth, wholly 
fub verted, and a barbarous Chieftain fwted on the 
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'^oiit tif Ah Ca/ars. The catufesi tdbidi brought 
on the ruin of Sparta^ Carthage^ and Rome itfdf j 

:tre too \^eU kn<$wii to require a reci^l oii this oc« ^ 
cafion. 

It muft hisre be remembered, however, that our 
republic differs eflentiaUy, in its eonftilution and 
genius, from al! others, bqth ancient and moderns 
Had the Grecian ftates, inftead of their An^bietycn 
Council^ formed a permanent gorernment like ours, 
they could not have been pradifed upon feparately^ 

and ruinf^d by the infidious arts of Philips of Mac^^ 
edon. But, my brethren, we are blcffed with a gov- 
ernment which combines energy with freedom. 
God hath alfo put in our power ample means 6i 
defence ; and we may hope, under the aufpices of 
an indulgent Providence, long to enjoy our pre- 

clous privileges. _. 

When we look back to that psolbus moment 

when we fifft aflfumed the attitude of felf-defence, 
and compare our prefent fituation and refourees 
with what they then were, gratitude and joy rufli 
in upon our fouls, arid coriftrain us to fay, ^^ the" 
Lord hath done great tfiirigs for us, whereof We 
are ^lad." 

We are by^ffe^ providence of Gr od, a:t this time, in 
tfie honorable and quiet poffeffion of a country of 
vail extent and fertility. Our foil, luxuriant as 
the land of Nile ; and our atmofphere, pure as 
ttiat which furrounded the famed Helicon* 'The 
wide Atlantic faves our eaftern board, and fornix 
one barrier to the progrefs of invafion ^ and at the 
fame time wafts to our fhores the fruits and trea- 
fures of every clime. Oh its bays and iiilets our 

aftcient towns and cities are planted^ Here, the 
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btiTy multifaile throng ; and tnAe^ an^ domofkerid 
colhd their iihoienfe (lores of Wealth. Here, ele^ 
gance aad refinement unite their powers, to pleafii 
the imagination and improve the heart. 

On the weft, the IS/liffiJippi rblls in majeftic gran- 
deur J And by receiving the waters of the Ohio into 
its bofom, opens t communication of vaft extent in- 
to thofe fertile regions. Here, the wiWernefs is 
turned into a fruitful field, and golden harvefts 
fmile in the rays of t, fetting fun. Where the Sav- 
age lately ptirfued hi$ nimble chafe^ we now behdldl 
large towns and flourifliing villages, adorned with 
temples facred to religion, and crowded i*{th devout 
and adoring worfhippers of the LaMBii 

No confiderable part of Our extenfive territory^ 
but what is capable under the hand of cultivation^ 
of yielding fubfiftence for man. 

Were we to rife with the morning fuii, and trav* 
el on its rays round the globe, we fhoiild not find a 
nation more difiinguilhed by its bleffings than our 
own. Every uneafy thought therefore muft be 
deemed ingratitude, and every murmur rebellion 
againft heaven. 

Should a foreign enemy attempt to invade our 
country, he would meet a phalanx of veterans more 
impenetrable than walls of granate. Our depen* 
dance is not on fpreign auxiliaties or mercenary 
aid; but und^ God, we tely on the Ikill and bra- 
very of our own citizens. Do we need fliips of 
war ? Our own immenfe forefts, our forges and 
work-fliops furnifli the materials j and our fkilfut 
artizans conftruQ; them in a manner, equal, if not 

fuperior to any which ftoat on the bofom of the 

deep; 
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ie^; ' Indeed, every article xiec^q^ ija tjie wjiole. 
^paratiis of war, is, or may be fumifhed by pur- 
felves. It is not then to be believed, that five null-* 

ions of people, bresiLthing the air 6f freedom and 

taftirig her joy$, iniir^d to hairdy enterpriz^e, stnd 

lords of the foil tHey cultivate, can ever be conquer** 

ed by any foreign foe, nnlefa tbejiarsjn iMr cour^ 

fef fight agadnft them. 

. With . fiich ifrtrnenfe and increafing jefources, 
oiir only* danger drUes from the abufe of our libera 
ty, which was the lad thing in the Method to be at-: 
tended iOi 

I^ermit tixt briefly to obfefve on two o^r three par- 
ticulars. The right of private judgment, or what^ 
is commonly called libercy of confcience^ is one of 
our deareft privileges. This right f s vmaEeriable ifr 
its nature. For the entjoyment of this, our fore- 
fathers left their friends and cottatry, and fought an 
afyliim in this then howling wildernefs. But pre- 
cious as thisi privilege is, it is liable to abufe. A 
very niatidons defign may be concealed Under the 
cloke of religidiib^ liberty. It rs to be feared that' 
many, ifnder this pretence, are m reality c^ppofing 
and erideacvoitririg tof deftroy all religion^ Some by 
denying, others by corrupting its important doc^ 
trines and inflitutrohs; Thi^ is aii abufe too for 

which there is tio legd remedy. It feemis tor be be- 
yond the jurifdidtion of the civtl mfagiftrate* Ac- 
cording to our Context, hi^ power extends only to 
ihefunijhment dfevil doers ^ and not erroneous or 
heretical opinions. He that undertakes to decide 
on another's fincerify, ought certsunly to know his 
heart j otherways, ixf attem^pting to root out thefc 
tares ^ he will be in danger of deftroymg the wheats 

D I know 
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i know of nothing but light tttii wiHf rctrfoiTe 4i^tiM 
sefs ; nor any antidote to error but truth. If meif 
uriil abufe their chriftian liberty, they ihuft aftTwet* 

it to 6oD. 

Another importahf privilegbi is'th* right of elc^> 
ifag oilr own cfvil rulers. This is* the diftinguiihinj^ 
criterion of a frfec government But we arc iir 
great danger of abufmg this privilege ; and efpecpi 
illy at fuch a feafoh as the prefeht, when' party 
ipiirit' k wrought* up to its higheft pitch- When we 
iiiffer our prejudices and paflTons to' influence our 
choice; when our judgment and confcience arc 
facrificed at the (hrine of party zeal ^ when we pais 
over tried merit, and prefer an unworfhy carididiate 
becaufe he is of a particular party ; do we not then 
abufe our liberty ? If our ele£iions are biafled and 
corrupted, our government will be corrupt, and, 
confequently, our liberty will be endangered* 

I add once more, The right to- inveftigate the 
official condud of all public agents, and in a re- 
fpeftful decent manner to publifh our opinions of 
them, is one of the privifegesof a free people. But^ 
when imder this pretence? we calumniate and ai^ 
perfe the charadfers of our rulers, and endeavour to 
cxpofe them to public contempt, this is a very ma- 
licious and dangerous abufe of our liberty. It is 
not eafy to calculate the extent of this mifchief ;. 
for by traducing their charafter«, and mifreprefent- 
ing their motives and mfeafiires^ we deftroy public 
confidence, and prepare the minds of the lefs in« 
formed part of the community for complete oppo- 
fition and revolt. This abufe ha$ aOb another bad 
effefb : It tends to alienate one citizen from another^ 
and kindle the flume of difcori thoughout the na^ 
tion. " To 



Tq guard i^alnft this, we need o^Iy to .rjjflefik/ 
chat our national fafety and profperity depend chief* . 
ly upon our union* So long as we continue virtu- 
oys and united^ we have little to fear. But ihould 
patient Heaven, offended by o\»r aggravated provo- 
cations^ give us up to a fpirij of national diftradkioii 
aiid difcord, our ruin wpuld be fpeedy and inevitable. 

The fate of ^ll preceding Republics, and the' 
cjiufts which accelerated tljeir r^in, have been re-' 
corded by the faithful hiftoriai^. Signals . alfo have 
been placed on ^1 the rocks and (hoals on which 
they foundered, to give us the friendly warning. | 
have been trying to read the infcriptipns oa thefe 
monuments, b\^t can niake out diAin£lly only th^ 
three following words, \vhich feem to have bee;^ 
written in capitals, LUXURY, EFFEMINACY,- 
and DISUNION. ^* United w$ ftand, .divided 
we fall.** This was our motto in thofe ♦* timet 
which tried men's fouls." The fentiment is equal- 
ly important at this time. Young Sampfon's great 
flreiigth, we are told, lay in/even locks united in 
one head ; but ours in st V£KT££n. If we fuffer 
them to be fhorn, or a part cut off, our firength 
will moft certainly depart from us. 

Is it not then the duty of every friend to his ' 
country to difcountenance every attempt to alien- 
ate one part of our citizens from another ? Who- 
ever endeavours to induce the belief, that the in- 
terefts of onedState are incompatible with thofe of * 
another, or with the interefts of the whole, ought 
to be confidercd, at ieaft, as a very doubtful friencj. 

But it may be faid, the fpeaker is only oppofing 
a ** man of ftraw.*' I could wifh indeed we had 
good reafon to tidak fo« But has all which has 

been 
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been fafd 9Qcl doae been unthout meaniflig ? Vfy^ 
ft ought to have been fuppre^ed. I am fure many 
lEf ell-infoxix^ pierfoaa^ have beea feriouily alarmed 
at the progrefs of party difaffeOioxi } and have fear, 
ed left fpq^c untoward drcumftance fliould provoke 
^e mad attempt to divide our hitherto happy Re* 
public. Should we once begin |the work of fepa* 
ratipn, Gop ki^ws where it may end, and what the 
confequencp$ may be. It will be remembered that 
the imprudent cQndud: of Reboboanf^ urged on by 
^he impetuous zeal of the young men who were 
ajbout him, paufed ten trihiss to revolt from the 
houfe of David. What was the confequence ? A 
civil war } in whiph hajf a million fell by the fword | 
The greateft (laughter, which, perhaps, has ever 
^en in a iingle battle finpe the world began. 

The dagger of difunioni which we are confider? 
ing, was contemplated by ofir late beloved W^^^ 
IKGTON, 2n^ a moft folemn warning given us ii^ 
his fs^rewell adjfire|s. Permit me to enriph my difr 
ppurfe with a paragraph from it. <^ l^e unity of 
gpverniQe|it, ^faith he) which conftitutes you pnp 
people, i$ alfp npi^ dear to you. It is juftly fo ^ 
for it is the main pillar in the edifice pf your real 
tndependenpe j the fuppo^t qf your tranquillity at 
home, your peace ftbrpad j of your lafety, of your 
profperity } of th^t very liberty which you fp highr 
iy prize. But, as it is eafy ta forefef|, that fron^ 
different quarters fnuch p^jns will b^ taken, many 
artifices emplpyed, to weaken in ypur minds th^ . 
convi£lion pf this truth j as this is the point in your 
political f ortre&, againft which the batteries df in- 

temai^ 

• See Governor TkombollU Speccbi at the openmg Qi the Cen' 
ni^levt AiTembly ia O^obcr USu 
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(crha! and external enendes wlU be moft coaSxndy 
and actively (though <^n covertly 2^d iaTidioitOy) 
directed, it is of infinite moment that yoa iflioidd 
properly eftimate the immeBfe value of your nation* 
al union to your coUedive wd individual happineft^ 
that you ihould cherifh a cordial, habitual and ia|. 
;noveable attachment to it ; accuftoming yourfdves 
%o think and fpeak of it as of the palladium of your 
political iafety and profperity; ^K^tchmg for its 
prefervation with jealous anxiety ; difcountenanc* 
ing whatever may fuggeft even a fufpicion diat it 
can in any event be abandoned ; and indignantlf : 
frowning upon the fir|l dawning of an attea^t to* 
alienate my portion of our country from the reft^ 
pr to enfeeble the facred ties which now liuk to- 
gether the various p^ts.'' This feafonable advice, 
it is hoped, will have its weight. You will remem* 
t)cr that thQugh dead^ he yetfpmketh. 

Nor can a doubt be entertained, but his w^nthy 
fucceffor, our late excellent Prefident, held the feme 
fentiment with regard to our union ; and had he 
addrefied the people when retiring from office, we 
may prefume he would have exhorted us to cleave 
to our federa} union as the ■ ' Iheetfanchor" of our 
hopes. 

Permit me to add, that whatever difference of 
opinion there may be in other refpe^s, our prefentt 
GhieF Magiftrate, in hi§ inaugural fpeech, has re-' 
comniended the fame important fentiment with pe* 
cuKar beauty and energy. Qut I am not infenfiUc, 
that, confidering the divided ftate of public ojHniQn, 
I am here venturing on a point of very great delica- 
pf ; and yet to pafs wholly D^noticed the Federal 

Adminiflration;^ 
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Admudftradon) vUcfa kas been conftantly mentloiu 
ed on all fimslar oiicaiionsy might be deemed difret 
fpeSful €0 the conftitated authorities of our count 
try. I do not, however, feel myfelf authorized, dt 
ther to eulogize or to ceafure* 

It is but juft to obferve, that our prefent Chief 
Magi/irate^ as well as his predeceflbrs, was among 
the firft aflerters of our freedom and indepen* 
dence. At this early period, h|s diftinguifiied talents 
and patriotifm, procured him the efteem and con? 
fidence of bis fellow citizens. When we add to 
this, the many important of&ces he has fullained 
with reputation, both in his own State and under 
the General Government, we. (hall not doubt hi9 
ability to condufi our public affairs, in fuch a man* 
ner as ihall promote our profperity, and dq hono^ 
to the American chara£);er. 

It will not be denied that the prefent adminiftra* 
tion differs in fome important points from the pre- 
ceding } and that a new order of things in fome re* 
fpe&s is taking place. What the final effed v/iil b^ 
upon our political happinefs and profperity mull be 
left for time to determine. I will only add, our rp« 
ligiQUt as well as our political fentiments, oblige us 
to ^' give cuilom to whom cuftom, and honor to 
whom honor is due." 

It is confidently hoped, that the diftinguiflied 
rank which this Commonwealth has hitherto held 
iu the American union, will be maintained with in« 
creafing influence and fplendor. That our citizens 
xi)iay be as remarkable for the pradice of moral 
virtue, as for their regard to rational liberty and fo« 
cial order i and that we may ever be indulged with 

the 
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ike prdpidcui fmiles of iiiat gtacious ftomiiti^ 
which has hitherto direded wir deftiny. Happ/ 
iiideed fRall we be, if our heahrenly Pareat may fey 
of us asf of Ifrael of old ; '' They feck me daily, and 
delight to know ray ways, as a nation that did rights 
ebufnefs, and foffook not the ordinance of their 
(jOD ; they aflc of me tlie ordinances of juftice ; 
they take dehght in approaching unto God." *'Hap-^ 
py is that people that is in fuch a cafe, yea happy 
is that pcbple whofe GO0 is the Lo rd'/' 

The pl6afufes of this intcrcffing annivcrfaryV 
which collets together fo miany of our civil and re-"^ 
ttgious Father^, are greatly heightened by the pre- 
fence 6f tke Chief Mdgijfra/e of out Commonwcaltfr.- 

Whilft decency forbids adulatioh, it is prefumed 
that every good man efteems the approbation of 
his friends, next to that of his own confcience# 
And although' he does not feek th'eii^ apptaufe, yet 
it muft aiford him' pleafure to know, that his endea« 
vours to ferve their interefts have not bees unae* 
ceptable. 

The increafing marks of efteem and (Confidences 
raanifefted in the late eledion, are the beft eulogy 
upon his Excellency's paft adminiftration. He Uwll 
pleafe to accept our fmcere congratulations on hia 
te-eleSion to the important oflSce he fuftains. Ev- 
ery elafs of citizen's look up to him wifh an emboli 
dened confidence, that he will cherifh their interefta^ 
and confider himfelf with his people, as a father 
with his children. They have the fullefl fetisfec* 
tion, that his authority and example will be united 
in fupporting good order, in encouraging and pro- 
tefting virtue and religion ; and in promoting every 

raeafure which fhali toid to the general imtereft of 

It 
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i];iat by tbek owii choicci he pi^des over a Jite 
people ; linid he may be affured that he cannot enjoy 
grejitet li^afttre b feri^ing iheifi, thainthey do in 
banotp^ Him. That his ExcelUncfs life and health 
may be preienred^ and that heitfay be enabled to 
difcharge the difficult duties of his ekalted (tatioii 
to acceptflnce, our fervent prayer ihall be offered up 
t0ntixiu^iy to Almighty God oh his behalf; that 
When his term of fervice on eairth (hall be complet* 
edy be maty be received to the immortal felicities 
and rewards of the heavenly (late. 

. His Hondir the Lieutenarii GonJernar eleS:, vdllin^ 
dulge lis to ezprefsi the latisfa6^ion v^t feeH in his^ 
dedion to the fecond office in the gift of the people 
of this Coinnionwealth. FroinC his long acquaint* 

ance vtith oidr public affauirs, as well as from' his tal** 
oits and patriotifm, we have fucll confidence in his 
aififtaflEte and co-operation with the Executive, in' 
all the istportant concerns of the government. He 
will rcfmember that he is to fill a place which has 
lately bei^ rendered i^cant by the death of one of 
the moft Amiable atld beft of men. Aman in whoni 
•• poli^cal wifdom, patriot^ yirttie/* an:d tmdiflem«> 
Ued piety all united and (hone. 

While the life of the deceafed rtiiy ferve sLs an 
eaEaxnpk to his fiicceffor, his death Wfll admoniih 
him of the end of all human greatnefs. With fuch 
an example before him^ ihay his public career be 
equally honorable to himfelf, and atceptalble to the 
mukitude of his brethren. 

The Honorable Ccundlj ihare in our refpedfid 
attention, as an affiflant Inanch in the executive 
^AapttMCtt of our govenunent* Tbn 
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wdeialsoa. We r^bfe great coi\fi4eMe in thekr 
taixdbr. and im^rity in ihofe cajfes wbe^e theqr ikIw 
Viiif Md toikknt may be tisqmred ; ei|>edally in ttm 
a{>poimiiiaEit df p^lbip to office* Tim they will 
feel themfeWliS ttb€fv4 die readi of party iafiueocey 
ttHi ^iU itcoihmesd the claims of xtierit^ Bxi&s^ 
irbm Uttiefs of xharader, rather thast thofe of ii^er* 
^ dftd aixdsitioiik 

We hatve o&ly ^ add oUr befl ui(fat$> that> whilft 
they dfeutially ^d the interefts of govemmenti they 
flteiy aitfo by their example give en£<)uragemeat to 
the tMfe of religions and like that honorable 
€k)ualbUor of Arimatbea^ may they«be willing, not 
only to lend their toftibs to Jesus if needed, but 
ttiay they cohfecrate their hearts for his throne. 

The Honorable Gentlemen compofing the tw0 
Branches of the Legi/Iafure^ will permit us to es:# 
prefe the lively thterefl: we feel iii the repeated 
marks of refpefl: with which their friends have hon- 
ored them J but efpecially in their prefcnt appoint- 
ment. By accepting this confidential truft, they 
J)Iedge themfelves to the faithful difcharge of it. 

The doty of legiHation is at all times difficult, 
and often perplexing. It is rendered peculiarly fo 
at this time, by the divided ftate of public opmion. 
It would favor of an intolerant ^rit to fuppofe, that- 
^ood men may not be aiming to promote the feme 
objea, while they differ in the means beft calculat- 
ed to. attain it. Mutual candor and forbearance, 
therefore, will be neceflary, in order to prcfervte 
pcaccj and promote the public weifate. 

£ It 
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It is rea£jaab1y'tf pefitdthitoist lanovod Rulerst 
in the whole of their conduS: as legiflators, will be 
governed by the great principles of juftice and be* 
nevolence j and that every other intereft will be 
fiibordinated to the public good. That they will 
enforce by example, what they inculcate by precepts 

In all their attempts to aid the interefts of mo^ 
rality and religion, great care will be taken not 
to infringe the rifA/x ofeonfcUnce. Thefe ought ta 
be held facred as the prohibited tree in the garden 
of Eden, and the faming /word ihould be employed 
only to guard the way. What Pindar faid pf Ma-* 
giftrates, may be applied on the prefent occafion^ 
^^ Be juft, faid he, in all your a&ions, feithful in all 
your words, and remember that thoufands of wit;* 
neifes have their eyes upon you/* 

Many are the motives to fidelity, but none morQ 

weighty than the confideration of future accounta- 

tnlity. Under thefe folemn impreffions, our hon* 

ored Rulers will attend to the important duties of 
this day, and during their continuance in office. In 

their moft zealous deliberations they will not forget, 
that ^'<ioD ftandeth in the congregation of the 
mighty, and judgeth among the gods/' May all 
Jtheir public tranfaftions tend to promote the various 
Intereils of the Commonwealth ^ and to ftrengthen 
the box^ds of our National Union* And after hav« 
ing ferved their generation according to the will of 
Gop, when they ihall fall afleepi may they be gath^ 
ered to their fathers in peace. 

Ye venerable Minijlers <fihe SanShiary ; ye fcr» 
vants of the moft High Gob j who ihow unto men 
the way of falvatiottt While our civil rulers, who 

have 
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have mvhtsA itt this dty to the hoafe of God, con« 
tiDiie to renrertnce the isdibitutions of religion, an4 
U> refpeGt and honor its minifters ; you will not 
ceafe daily to offi^r up lut^rcefl^ons and prayers for 
all ihat are in authority. Nor will you c^e tf 
<^put the people in mind to be fubje£t to principal* 
ities and powers, to obey magiftrates^ and to be rea« 
dy to every good work,^' And may QoB Almi^h- 
tjr bkfs ymir unwearied labors of love* 

FeBtm^ citizens of this i:efpe8able audience. How 
great) and how previous the privileges we enjoy \ 
While fo many pf our fellow beings inhabit the dark 
regions of flavery and defpptifih j and bow with 
degrading reverence before fomc lordly tyrant, who 
(its upon a^throne of ebony, fwaying an iron fcep. 
tre J we have the peculiar felicity to live under a free 
government. Our rulers are of ourfelves, and our 
governors proceed from the inidft of us. When 
thus cloathed with power, we are bound to honof 
them as the minifters of God, who exereife their 
authority not for their own emolument, but for the 
public good. Let us therefore endeavour to ftrength- 
^n their hands, by a cordial acquiefcence in every 
meafure promotive of our common iritereft. If we 
do not proted our laws, our laws will hot proie(9f . 
us. • By our cjvil and religious habits jfet^us fliew x& 
the world that Americans ar^ wcfftfiy of freedom. ; " 

Be careful how yoir^^tertaSn unreafonable jea. 
loufies and fufpicions of your ' old iand long tried 
friqids. But when you hear a man, whofe integri- 
ty and talents never introduced him to public no- 
tice, faying, " Oh that 1 were made Judge in the land;'* 
although his &ce may be as feir as Abfakm's^ you 

have 
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^6tt3itbii (6 faf[fek' that tWe aris ^£^ehibdift«^ 
Ipations in his heart,**. I feel & perfuafioh, my fd- 
lov citizens^ th'at yQu 2[re from principle ^tachtd 
tQ our fepubBcail. fyftem ; atid that yiou vtouki op- 
pbfe with *^energy ^hd firtiiiiefs any atteitx^ to 
change It* ^ Should any/iFurioa$- deiniagbgue her^ 
ter prefame to phy the tyrant, and' by aiiy mnconlli- 
tutioiud meafur^ place himfelf in the clisdr of ftatc,' 
(hould we tamely fubiriit to it ? No, the Ipirlr <rf 
the American people would tife idd%nant^ aund h\irl 
the Wretch frdm his feat, and turn him out togra^^d 
^ the Chaldions did Ntbucbadhezzdr. 

Brethren, *^you havebeen called unto liberty, only 
ufe not yptir liberty for an occafion to the flefh, hat 
by love ferve oiie atnother/* Cherifli therefore alt 
thofe friendly aflfedibns which unite misux with ma!^, 
^d fweetea the pleafutes of focial life* * Above ali 
things Iqt the gofpel of the grace of OoD rule m 
your hearts. If you are made free from civil tyran^ 
ny and oppreffion, riever fuffer yourfelvcs to be the 
flaves of fin. No fervitude can be more degrading. 
Bnt having obtained redemption tlyrougli the blood 
of Christ, even* the forgivenefs bf fins, let us 
^^ {land faJd in the liberty wherewith he hith made 
us free, and not be entangled again with the yoke 
of bondage/' Amt^rill the God of Abraham, of 
Ifaac, and of Ifrael ; the Goo of cm: Fathers, de« 
Hght to dwell with us and blef$ usj and be Oar Coo 

now and evermore ^ . Amur* 
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Hauae of RepreseniaHvesj May 97thj IS24^ 

Ordered, That Messrs. Tkirber of Mendon, Train of Framing* 
hatn, Bassett of Bmrfmii be a Committee to tplHt on the Rey. Dan* 
iel Sharps and to return him the thanks of this House for his Ex- 
cellent Discourse delivered yesterday before the Govemor and 
Coahdl and IwAh Bnudches of the LegMtatate, anA to retpnxi of 
Um a Copy for the Press^ 



DISCOURSE. 



JEBSMIAH«....,OHAP 3Q« VE&8ES XIX9 XXy XXi* 

And 014 of ih^m shall proceed thanksgiving, ^nd the voice of l^em 
tiiat make merrj : and I will multiply tnem and thej shall not 
he few; I will also glorifj them and ikej shall not be snail* 
Their diildren atao shoU be as afbretiniey a9il tineir O^gttgff 
4U>n ah^U l)# esjMbUshed l»for« q^ and I will puni^ nil that 

- oppress the,m« An4 their Nobles shall be of themselvesy a^d 
thejr Governor shall proceed from the midst of them. 

In this chapter tbe Prophet foretells Ihe deUyer- 
ftfiee of the Jews from captivity ia Babylon^ md the 
Uessings eoDBected iritk thdur return to th^ Ifmi fii 
tliek fathers. When wb receUect the deep-tpmsd 
aagttish mth which he elaewhere recocds <he sufierr 
kigs of his eouatrynien, it 19 easy to oQiieeiFe, thftlt 
he should ann^ttoce tlie tet mifiatiaii ioi their c^laoH'* 
HeSj and the commencement of a haj^y era m th^epr 
imtwy^ witli ail Ae glow of patriotic ddi^it 

And as a man of yaety, his deli^ must k»ve been 
greatly increased, when he foresaw, that 19 the en- 
joyment of a |HK^u#ion oi blessings, the author of 
l^em would not be forgotten* He was told, that the 
roice of joy and thanksgiving should be heaipd^ and 
that lite people would hare such a ^conviction of jdue 
kindness oi their deliverer, as to engage dieir hearts 
to «i^[Hwacli «ttto Him. 




There can be nothing more pleasing to God, "or 
more in unison with a spirit of enlightened piety,^ 
than a devout and grateful acknowledgment of his 
benefits. This is a duty which we all owe to our 
Maker. But if we would pe^orm this duty accept- 
ably, and make it a reasonable service, we must med* 
itate on our personal and relative condition; we must' > 
ponder on the nature, extent, and variety of our bles- 
sings; and not only review the history of the past, but 
look forward to the cheering prospects of thie future^ 
When our thoughts are thus cmplo}^ed,. whatever may 
be our situation, whether we dwell in the shades of 
private life, or are elevated by the suffrages of our 
fellow citizens to public and honorable station, we 
shall feel innumerable reasons for thanksgiving to 
Almighty God. 

As the Civil Authorities of the Commonwealth are 
assembled in this house, to render homage ta the 
Governor of the World,, and to pray that he would 
guide their Counsels and bless their measures for the 
public good^ it will not perhaps be deemed unsuitable 
to the occasion, should I remind thern^ and my fellow 
citizens who are ^present, that the past kindness (tf 
Providence to our Country, and the excellent nature 
of our Civil Institutions, have special claims on our 

gratitude. 

It would be impossible in one . discpurse, to enu- 
merate all the blessings of our social and political 
condition* I shall therefore confine myself to such 
topicks as are sugs^ested by the prediction in our text 
In doing this you will not fail to observe, a remark- 
able coincidence between the blessings that were 
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{^Mjised to the J^irs, and: those for whick oar imtioii 
is so highly distinguished. ■ r 

^)st. It was ppedidted, that their popQlftlioD should 
grieatly iacrease. - >^ I will - multiply them and th^y 
shall noA be few." In the saered writings, noth- 
ing is more common, than to describe the prosperity 
of a nati(»i by the number of its inhabitants. The 
promise made to Abram, that his seed should be as the 
stars of Heaven for multitude^ was an aissurance that 
they would become a mighty and prosperous people. 
When Moses was about to resign the cares of office, 
he expressed his desires for the prosperity of the 
Israelites in the following prawpcer ; " The Lord God cX 
your Fathers make you a thousand times so many as 
ye are, and bless you, as he hath promised you**' ft 
was also mentioned by another prophet as a speckd 
tc^en of divine favor, that a little <me should become 
a thousand, and a small one a strong nation. .' 

There may indeed, be such a state of society,' and 
such arrangements concerning the distribution of pro- 
perty, that an increase of population may be viewed 
with dread. Even men of enlarged and^ philosophi- 
es minds, may only consider it, as the introduction 
of so many human beings to swell the tide of misery 
and vice which already flows through- the poorer clas- 
ses of the community. - 

But there is nothing in our political Institutions, or 
the possible limitation of our means of subsistence, 
which can make an increase of populatiolfi, a subject 
of gloomy foreboding to hs. So far from this, when 
we read the history of our country, atid learn from 
how small a beginning we have already become a 



wuBfiraiit peq^e, lie^are MiwUe thai vr^ hiti^ grMd 
cause for gfatitude. 

When die pious but feeble brad of Pi%riQio Imded 
8t PI jmouth, and Mked ai a. boon, th»t tbey imgfcl 
be permitted to dweU among savage ; who ^mrag 
them eovU bave tbotight^ tbait their po^teiity wpyld 
ha^e extended over so mmy States ? Had wy il 
the jautnber been endowed with the gift oi propbe^y^ 
and like the bards ^ (Ad de9ortf>e49 what would b« 
the eondi^ioii and ioerease of their defcenda^ta after 
Ae lapae of two hundred yeara» he woul4 hi^ve b^?|i 
to theim as one that dreaiaaed* They could not hav4 
beUeined him for joy. ^ButXiod has optaJtipUed ustS^ 
that we are not few. There are at this time m«t^ 
llian a millton «id a half of inhabitants in New-En^^ 
land ; and it hais been stated by re^spectaUe ai^itbori- 
ty,* ^at tb^ne are now more than a million of peo- 
ple, deseeniknts of New-^ngland ancestiyt Imog 
bee mA fanppy, in re^oos ^hieh aixty years ago, 
were tracAs of uapeoeliraAedr ibreat." Ajid what is 
stitt mocie gratifying* iJieee peoj^ fa«we earned with 
Ihemfrom Ibe home of their Fathern, the love of tit- 
nture taad n^giwi; and thme lmiH/t» of indi^stiy 
irirtne and eoonoaayt for wh^b ^ew^jEJ|[^and hffi 
bfffn fo }tts4ly edebrate^* 

When from the sons of the Pilgrima w^ direct oqx 
auttiention to ihe pitesent number Df inhabitants in the 
(Jtiited States we shaU find, thiitt ithe population of 
no other modetn nation baa ndr ancied with equ^l 
raimlLty. At the commenQefBent ^ the ww of the 
Bf^obsttion, ithere wiere about thr,ee miHions ^ poio- 

Ttde*flon4 Daniel Webster's discourse atffymoatfa. 



f^mtd iltfw tkei« are niiie mSliotis enjoying the 
Uesmiga of tmtidnai freedom ; and having tlie meant 
of tnppcMt witliin iheir power. There are also, ph j<^ 
^cal and moral causes peculiar to tihis coantry, now 
in operation^ which render it certain^ that in the or^ 
dinarf course ai Providence, its inhabitantSy wiil be^ 
#eiise exceedio^y numerous* 

Now as a great population must bring within our 
reach more of the necessar tea and C4Mnforts of life ; 
and by facUitatfng to a greater extent the distribn* 
lion of labour, nMM also make us leas dependant <m 
•ther nations, «nd less liable to insult and wrongs ; 
w«caia>iet do otherwise, than, view it aa a great 
hlessiag, that God fats multiplied ms and we. are wK 
lew. 

I need not tell you, my respected hearers, that ikt 
real ^ory and prosperity «f a aation d0ean<H;;OOnsift 
in tbe hereditaiy rank^ or titled privities of a very 
rasall idass in the community; m the great wealth of 
tlio few, and the ^^at poverty of the many i in the 
qdendid palaces of nobles aiid the wretched huts og 
a nomerotts and half-famiahed peasantry* No ! such 
a 4rtate of tkttii^ may giira pteasoK to proud, ambi<^ 
tieusi and selfish mMs^ but there it nothia^ here <on 
which the eye of a patriot can rest with imminghBd 
satiafactitti. In his ddiberatejudgment ; 

^IM Sired ihb bind, to haif i^ tMb^ prejr, 
IVkeie <«iie4i11i iaoewaslstefi^ tad doiin^i^^ 
Princes and lords may floari8l% w smff tkd^ir 
Jl breath can mal^e theny as 4t breath has made* : 
But a bold peasantry their country^s pride, 
Iffhen oace dedtveyHl, ctta never be suppKeA.*^ 
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.. It: is. an intelligent, virtoous; ffs^e afid:< 
population, able by their talentn and industry to irfv- 
tain a competent support^ which : constitutes Ae 
strength and prosperity of a nation. ' 

.'2d* One ctf the advantages arising to tt-tomin«* 
nity. possessing the character I hav^ just^ descii* 
bed, is, the impression made on other nations of thei^ 
greatness and power. 

t Here we perceive a ^ very distinct rese\nblance be* 
tween the promise made to Israel, and thecommand'*- 
ing attitude in which the United States stand forth 
to the view . of the kingdoms of the ^arth. The Lord 
said^ concerning hiS'' ancient > people ; ^I wiU also 
|^rify»them and they shall nbtfoe smaU.'' That is^ 
he would make them appear great and formidable in 
the ey^ of surrounding nations. The isame promise 
in ' substance had been made to their, ancestors^ just 
before they entered Canaan. ^^This day, said thtf^ 
Almighty, will I begin to put the dread of thee, ^nd 
the fear of thee, upcm the nations that are under the 
whole heaven, who shall hear report of thee." You 
can easily suppose, that this must have (^erated as 
apowerful check on the unjust and ambitious de« 
signs of neighbouring princes; and thus have contrib* 
uted much to the peace of the nation. In the same 
manner God has glorified the American people. And 
the fruits of this blessing are seen in the quiet repose 
they enjoy at home, and the unrivalled prosperity of 
their commerce abroad. 

Events have taken place in the history of our 
country, which have indelibly impressed every Eu- 
ropean Government with the conviction of our pow- 
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«lv It w%s t^miirked, by one of ^ your most eminent 
statesmen, more than half a century ago, when re^ 
feiring to the difficulties which finally terminated in 
the Independence of his country ; ^ Our Fathers 
were la ^od people, we have been a free people^iwd 
if you will not let us remain so any longer, we shall 
4le 9 grbat people."* Whether these words were 
written in the spirit of prophecy or not, they have lit* 
erally been fulfilled God has exalted us in the sight 
of the ndtions. They have had the most indubitaUe 
proofs oi the wiisdom and sagacity of our statesmen % 
tbey have seen the skill and valor of our warriors ; 
they have acknowledged the^ prowess of our navy ; 
they have been convinced of the universal patriotism 
'oi our citizens ; they have heard of the enterprise of 
m^r merchants ; the ingenuity of our artisans; the in* 
dnstay and happiness of our husbandmen ; and the 
fespectability of our men of literature and science. 

Now the estimation in which we are held by for* 
eign powers, lays us under special obligations of grat- 
itude to God. To this cause, we may in a great 
measure ascribe our. peace and prosperity ; the pre* 
servation of out fellow citizens from the toils and dan- 
gers of war; and the undisturbed endearments of 
domestic life. It is because God has glorified us, 
that our rights are not infringed ; and that no wick- 
ed design of subjugating us or of dictating to us ; un- 
der what kind of government we shall live, has been 
attempted. I have made these statements, not to ex- 
cite within you a spirit of national pride, but the feel- 
ings of joy and humble gratitude to the author of all 
good. 

* Hon. James Otis, Esq. 

2 -1. ' 
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3d. Th« permanency of their Civil InstitiH 
tiejns is enumerated among the causes why the pea* 
pie of Israel would be thankful *' Their ehiidr ed 
also, shall be as aforetime, and their Congregatikm 
shall be established before me.^ They rimll be re* 
stored to the blessings which their Ancestors enjoys 
ed. The people at large shall be estaMished. Tbe 
compact which binds them together, shall be indisso*- 
luhle. And is there I ask, a people under Heareti^ 
who in this respect have equal cause of thankfulness 
with ourselves ? We have a government founded in 
reason, and the fitness of things. It enumates from 
the will of the Sovere%n People. It is adapted as 
all Governments should be, to promote the greatest 
good of the whole. And while it wisely provides for 
the honour and dignity of the Officers of State, yet 
it also provides, that aU their power and authority 
shall be derived frona, and dependant vpon ^ 
peojde. 

When our social compact was first forme<i^ the en- 
emies of freedom predicted its i^edy d^stamctionk 
They asserted, that it was too weak to bohl ike dis- 
tant and diversified parts of the union together ;. and 
denounced it as containing principles which woidd 
end in anarchy and ruin. Even some of its friends 
viewed it as an e^xperiment of doubtful t^idency, and 
w^re fearful that it could not be permaneotly estate* 
lished But not one of these gloomy predietions 
have been verified. The Demon of Anarchy hM 
not desolated our land. Our social compact has beU 
the different parts of the Union together, it i& firmly 
established. And it proves to be a wise and beaidi- 



fySkf organked system ; di£Kisiflg its salutaiy inflo* 
eaee from the north to the souths and from the ea^t 
to the west* It Ues^es alike the rich and the poor, 
ind bM this distinctive exceUence^ that it neither 
faroursnor oppresses any particular denomination of 
professing christians. While it is perpetually confer'- 
itng the most substantial benefits upon us at ho0ie ; 
it is viewed from abroad, by the Philosopher and Phi'* 
kmtbropist of every other Country with wonder and 
delight. 

What cause have we my hearers for thankfulness. 
While the political Institutions of other countries are 
tottering under the infirmities- of age ; ours just in 
their prime, are receiving firmness and solidity by 
the addition of years. While wise men in other nar 
tions are hoping, and yet fearing a change ; while 
they are expecting, and yet dreading alterations in 
the social edifice ; we are dwelling in ours with se- 
curity. Relying on the continued kindness of Prov- 
idenoe, we are neither agitated by the fear of storms 
£rom without, or strife from within. 

Our satisfaction would indeed be greatly diminish- 
ed, coidd we perceive any thing in the character or 
condition of the community, that portends the probar 
bflily of a change in our rational form of Government. 
But we are confident that our political Institutions 
will be permanent Scarcely any of those causes 
exist in our Country, which have been so unfavouf^ 
able to the attainment or preservation of Civil Liberty 
m other nations* 

We have no great Military power to awe us into 
sobiusiUMi to unjust and arbitrary measures } or to 
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pot on us chains of tiondage, and make us wear them. 
Tha means on which we chiefly rely for national de-* 
fence consists in a Militia, whose interests and hajiK 
piness are identified with those of the peo[de, and 
who in fact are the people. There can therefore be 
no danger, that An organized body of men, who are^ 
habitually engaged in the peaceful and profitaUe avo^ 
cations of life, should ever use their arms for the 
insane purpose of destroying their own saeredright^ 
and dear bought liberties. 

It is also a circumstance peculiarly favourable to 
the permanency of our free Institutions, that we have 
no established Priestliood. It is a melancholy fact^ 
that wherever a union between Church and State has 
existed, the ministers of that church have always 
been the last in granting a particle of liberty to the 
people ; and always the first in aiding to take it from 
them. This has not happened because they were 
worse than other men, but from the very nature of 
their connexion with the State. They have felt, that 
it was only dutiful and grateful to strengthen the 
hand that fed them. And they have known, that it 
was in vain to aspire at clerical dignity, or the smiles 
of Court favour, unless they were strenuous support- 
ers of the prerogatives of Princes. Hence both in* 
terest and inclinati<m havQ made them the unblushing 
advocates of the divine right of Kings and of the 
Doctrine of non-resistance and passive obedience. 

We sincerely bless God, that the ministers of eve- 
ry denomination in this Country, are shut out from 
all hope of ever being connected with the State ; and 
that they are under no temptation to degrade 
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gion by employing it as an instruetfent ef secular pow^^ 
er» We h<^e few have the disposition, and we are 
glad that none have the ability either to control the 
consciences, or abridge the liberties of their fellow 
ns^n on Account of their religious opinions. It is the 
^ory iof our social compact that it leaves troth and 
error, equally unshackled, to contend against each 
other ; and that it knows nothing of that monstrous 
system which inflicts fines, imprisonment and tortures 
on the bddy under the hypocritical pretence of doing 
good to the soul. An entire separation of the Church 
from the State, is then, a subject of congratulation, 
because this circumstance is *flivwirable to the per- 
manency of the freedom of our Government 

Neither is there with us, that utter destitution of 
knowledge in the poorer classes of the community, 
which, were it exists, renders them incapable of self- 
government, and of discerning the nature and proper 
boundaries of Civil Liberty. Notwithstanding all 
that has been written on the semi-barbarous state 
of Society in this Country, there is not a nation on 
the Globe, with perhaps, the exception of Scotland^ 
where the means of Education are so free and exten- 
sive, and where the people so generally avail them- 
selves of them, as in the United States. 

^ By the Constitution oC the United States, says 
Mr. IngersoU, it is the duty of government to pro- 
mote the progress of science, and the useful arts. 
Not one of the eleven new States has been admitted 
into the Union without provision in its Constitution 
for Schools, Academies, Colleges, and Universities. 
In most of the original States large sums in money 
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are appropriated to Eklucation, and tbey claim a sham 
ill the great landed investmeots, which are mortgi^ 
ed to it in the new §tates« Reckoning all those ecMih 
tributions, federal aiid local, it may be asserted, that 
nearly as much as the whole national expenditure o£ 
t^e , United States, is set apart by laws to enlighten 
the people;. Besides more than half a million oi pt»# 
pils at public Schools; there are considerably more 
^an three thousand under graduates matriculated at 
the various Colleges and Universities^ authorized tq 
grant academical degrees ; not less than twelve hua< 
dred at the Medical Schools ; several hundred at the 
Theological Seminars; and at least a thousand 
Students of law,'' with a population thus informedf 
and who feel all the lofty consciousness of being 
freemen -f we may well be confident that ^ theii chik 
dren shall be as aforetime ; and their congregation 
shall be established'' ^ 

Nor ought we to omit a consideration o£ the fact^ 
that a^ a people^ we are strangers to that extrenie 
poverty which, by creating a sense of dependance is 
unfriendly to the liberty of the citizen. When a larg^ 
pivpulation, however vktuous and industrious they 
may be^ find it difficult to^ obtain the necessaries of 
life, they must have cares which claim their attention 
much more effectually than the consideratimi of gov- 
ernment and laws. Hence to procure a bare subsist- 
ence, they are frequeptly obliged to give their suf- 
frages in support of measures which are subversive 
of the dearert rights of man. But where the state ci 
pcoperty is different ; where the great body of the 
peofde are possessors of the soil ^ wd jfeel that thef 
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have a personal ifiiterest in all the enactments of the 
State which afifect the liberty or property of the in- 
diridual ; they will be careful that the blessingii 
they enjoy shall be transmitted to their posterity un- 
impaired. 

And I may add that the infrequency of elections 
which has operated against the rights and liberties 
of the subject in other countries, is an evil which 
does not exist here. The frequency of elections 
produces a sense of responsibility in those who are 
appointed to office ; it prevents in a great degree that 
abase of power and inattention to Ihe interests of 
their constituents which has fipeqyentiy marked the 
eonduet of Legislators when they have held theit 
office for a long term of years, or for life ; and it 
also gives the pec^le an opportunity of ex:pre»9tng 
in a silent but forcible manner, their views of tlie pcb^ 
lie measures which have been pursued. From this 
general, but rapid view which we have taken of out 
situation, we may anticipate with pleasure the per^ 
manency of our politicd Institutions^ We cannot 
{Msrceive in them any elements of decay ; nor any 
thing in the cc^dition or future prospeets^ of the Re- 
public, that sbootd lead us to expect they will be 
dianged. 

4th. It was. stated by the Prophet, that his peo* 
pie would be joyful, because their Nobles should be 
of Uiemselves, and their Governor should proceed 
from the mkbt of them. 

Such a change in their political condition, must have 
appeared to them an invaluable blessing. They had 
been long under a fiureign yoke. The neides who 
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kad governed them, were regardless of their welhte^ 
They took their young men to grind, and the children 
fell under the wood They also added insult to iiu 
jur)\ For they that carried them away captive, re- 
quired of them a song ; and they that wasted them^ 
required of them mirth* It was therefore impossible 
for them to be restored to liberty and independence^ 
and to have rulers from among themselves, without 
sensations of unutterable joy. 

Nor can the possession of similar blessings be 
overlooked by us without incurring the guilt of in* 
gratitude. There, was a time which some of you are 
not too old to remember, when your nobles came 
from abroad, and sti^ngers exercised authority over 
you. Men whose feelings, habits, and pretensions^ 
were dissimilar to your own, held the highest office^ 
in the State. Many of them no doubt, were persons 
of much private worth and general excellence of 
character. But the source from whence they derived 
their dignity and power, and the conditions on which 
they retained them, forbade their taking that earnest, 
and undivided interest in the welfare of the Common-^ 
wealth, which may always be expected from men of 
principle, when chosen by the people. 

The right to choose our Governors from the midst 
of us, when wisely exercised, is attended with many 
and great advantages. 

It gives the people an opportunity of placing in 
the Chair of State, men of talents, integrity and pat* 
riotism. Nor can any good reason be assigned, why 
our civil rulers should not always be persons, of clear 
and comprehensive views, capable of discerning the 
complicated interests of the community, and deter 
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mited inpufially to promote theta. If we are jusC 
fi> owfS el res, our isodal condition must be superior 
ta that of an J nation w^hose Chief comes, to the 
posse^^on of supreme authority' by natural descent. 
In this case it is altogether uncertain, whether he 
who IS to r^ign will be wise or foolish ; deyoted to 
his ];rteasures or the welfare of his country. Not-^ 
withstanding the general joy that is manifested at 
ius birth, no one can tell whether he will be a bles- 
sing, or a scourge ; a benefactor, or a tyrant It is 
then a right, not to be valued lightly, that we can se« 
lect the ablest and best citizens amongst us to dii^ect 
the affairs of the Comtmonweaftl^. 

There is anotiier advantage in the election of our 
Civil Rulers from the midst of us, perhaps as great as 
^tke one I have just mentioned. They must feel a 
greater interest in the welfare of the people, and ex- 
ercise a dewier sympathy in their situation, than 
could be expected under any other form of govern- 
ment. In other nations, Rulers are not from the 
midst of the peopla In their own estimation at least, 
they form a distinct and higher order of beings« They 
pride themselves in their birth and blood; and look 
upon all others as an inferior race of mortals. H^nce, 
they do not consider themselves as occupying impor- 
tant stations for the good of the people. They con- 
aider them as a vulgar herd, made to minister to 
their pride and pleasure. They view their own in- 
terests not only as separate, but at variance, with:^ 
interests of the common people. Under the influ- 
ence of these views and feelings the most powerful 
Monarchs on the Continetit of £urope, have enteied 
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into what we believe'to be a base and anholy alliance 
against the rights and liberties of all their subjects. 
When the Empress Catharine of Russia wrote a let- 
ter of advice and sy tnpathy, to the unfortunate Queen 
of France just before the Revolution ; she es!pressed 
it as her opinion that, ^ Kangs ought to proceed in 
their career, undisturbed by the cries of the people, 
as tile moon pursues her course unimpeded by the 
howling of dogs," While the fedings of horror ♦ 
come over us at a recollection of the atrocious cruel- 
ties of the French Revolution, yet we cannot but de- 
test the cold hearted selfishness that could dictate 
such counsel as this. And yet, what is it, but the 
proud, unfeeling, and despotic spirit of Catharine, 
which governs the Cabinets of continental Europe ? — 
Whatever may be the oppression and sufferings of 
the people there, they must stifle their groans and 
endure all with patience. For should they seek a*^ 
redress of their grievances, this mis-named Holy Al- 
liance has determined, that for every such presump- 
tuous attempt, their chains shall be doubly rivetted- 
While we devoutly pray, that He who sitteth in the 
lieavens, would break their bands asunder, and cast 
away their cords from us," let us also be thankful, 
•that our Governors proceed from the midst of us, and 
jjot from a rank of meli,*whb because they are eleva- 
ted'by the artificial distinctions of society, are gazing 
down on the multitude with the aspect and feelings 
of utter contempt Instead of this, they feel that 
thiey belong to the people ; that they have with them 
a comjnon interest ; and that whatever measures will 
effect the rights, liberties and happiness <rf their feU 
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low citizens will also affect their own. They also 
lexpect in the course of events to resign the cares 
and honors of office, and again appear as private citf- 
zens. Now all these considerations combined^ will 
feave such an influence on their feelings, that - they 
will labor to promote the best interests of the Com- 
monwealth. Proceeding from the midst of us, not- 
withstanding the honorable station which they hold, 
and the respect that is justly shewn them, yet they 
cannot forget their accountability to the people who 
have chosen them. This supplies them with motives 
to diligence and fidelity, which owing to the imper- 
fection of our nature the very best of men sometimes 
need 

And although last mentioned, yet perhaps, it is 
not the least advantage of a popidar government, that 
it brings into operation a greater amount of talent 
than any other. It is acknowledged by every one, 
that the occurrence of great events, awakens the dor- 
mant energies of the human mind, and calls forth the 
most splendid and powerful abilities. It was the 
momentous question whether your country .should 
be free and independent, and the declaration that it 
was $0, which gave to you, Orators, Statesmen and 
Generals, whose names all future ages will delight to 
honor. The characters of men are generally mould- 
ed |)y the circumstances in which they are placed.— 
Th^y seldom put forth all their strength without 
some powerfiolly exciting ^motives. But what mo^- 
tives can those have to qualify themselves for stations 
from which they are forever excluded on account of 
Plebeian extiactiou ? How can those be expected to 
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'**-|M*epare themselres for the service of their ooustiy 
when they know, that their services would be reject* 
ed, because unfortunately, they dissent from the es- 
tablished religion, and have hoqe^ty to avow it? But 
in. a country like ours, where t||f^ most obscure in^ 
di viduals in society, may by their talent^ virtucts, and 
public services, rise to the most honorable distinc^'t 
ticms, and attain to the highest offices which the peo- 
ple can give, the most effectusa inducements are pre- 
sfirted. It is indeed true, that only a few who run in 
the race for political honor can obtain the prize. But 
although many come short, yet the exertions and 
progress which they; make are not lost either on 
themselves or society. The suitableness of their 
characters and talents for some other important sta- 
tion may have been perceived ; at least the cultiva^^ 
tion of their minds, and the effort to acquire an honor-^ 
able reputaticm may render^ them active and useful 
members of the community. These are some of the 
benefits peculiar to a popular government. B^efits 
which we have long enjoyed. And if we form any 
just estimate of their value, from us will '^ proceed 
thanksgiving and the voice of them that niake 
iBerry.'' 

His Excellency will permit us on this occasion to 
ofifer him our respectfuk»f^utations. During a long 
life spent in the publi<; service of hks County, h^ 
must have witoessed her increasing piwperity at 
]M>me,her fame abroad, and the permanency c^her fre^ 
institutions with inexpressible satisfa)ction. It must 
be gratifying to his Excellency, that he is not indebt- 
ed for his pf eseot elevation to noble births hitt to th^ 
suffrages of a free and enlightened people. 
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Republics have been charged vith ingratitude. 
And if to erect magnificent palaces^ and make large 
grants of money, be necessary expressions of nation** 
al gratitude, then, we have bee&.ungratefuL But 
4BUch as the people have had, they have freely be^ 
stowed on the distinguished Patriots and Heroes of 
their country. All the Presidents, and nearly all the 
Vice Presidents of the tJnited States, have been pen- 
sons who either by their wisdom or valor, assisted in 
achieving our Independence. And who, possessing 
any greatness of soul would not prefer to be like 
Washington, ^^ first in the hearts of his countrymen;)^ 
or like the venerable sage of Quincy, happy in the 
unfeigned respect and gratitude of nine millions of 
freemen, rather than receive a price for his services^ 
which should release his country from more honorar 
ble obligations ? 

It is only necessary to look over the list of govei^ 
nors in our own State, to be convinced that grati«- 
tude for public services has not been an inactive 
princii^e here. Our last Chifef Magistrate for whose 
piivnte and public character men of all parties feel a 
sincere and profound respect, was a soldier of tfa# 
revolution. Nor has it been forgotten by the peopltt 
that his Excellency held an important station in the 
army during the whole of that eventfol period. Bie^ 
sides other considerations which I need not name^ 
gratitude has had its influence in assigning to Us 
Excellency the distinguished office which he now 
occupies. ' / 

The resignation of his honor the Lieut. Govemoiv 
would have been a source of regret to his lellow <iti<- 
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zeni$9 had they not knowsy that his services fcr the 
State are not withdrawn. Having acceptably diis- 
charged Legislative and Executive duties^ he is now 
clolthed with Judiciary power. We doubt not that 
his Honor will fill the seat of justice, with high repu- 
tation to himself, and add another name to the emi- 
nent men in that department. Should he need BXif 
. incitement in the performance of new and arduous 
duties, he will call to recollection his learned, able 
and upright predecessor. 

The honourable Council, the Senate and the 
House of Representatives, will please to receive our 
congratulations. Proceeding from the midst o( the 
people, and appointed for the express purpose of su* 
perintending the public interests, the objects of 
your labors are clearly defined. But how to attain 
these* object s in the most effectual and satisfactory 
manner will frequently be a subject of painful solicH 
tude. In cases which are brought before you, where 
there are interfering claims, you will find it of great 
advantage to divest yourselves as much as possible 
of local and sectional prejudices, and to act under 
the impression, that you represent the whole, and 
not merely a part of the Commonwealth. There is 
one statute of our common Lawgiver, which if sa- 
credly regarded, will often do more in giving a right 
direction to. your measures than the most able and 
eloquent arguments. " Therefore all things whatso- 
ever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them : for this is the law and the pro^- 
phets." 

It has been a part of the system of despotic gov? 
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emments to keep the people in a *$tate of gross ig- 
norance. But a polity like ours can exist to no val- 
ual^e purpose unless knowledge be generally difius-i 
ed* Our Legislators have always perceived this ; 
and to their honor it should be recorded, that they 
have made liberal provision for our Schools and Col- 
teges. As our wealth and population have increas- 
ed, Literary Institutions have arisen in different parts 
of the State; nor have they been left to wither and 
die from an apprehension, that they would impede 
the growth of those already planted. 

Believing that knowledge and virtue, are the pil- 
lars which support our political' Fabric, we indulge 
the hope that our Civil Rulers will continue to be- 
stow, impartial, and liberal aid to Seminaries of learn- 
ing. The multiplication of these, is an indication 
that the people are rising in the scale of intellectuaji 
iinprovement,and one of the best pledges that we shall 
remain virtuous and free. And it may be expected 
that each College in exciting an honorable rivalry, 
will be ambitious to enlarge its foundation, and pro- 
vide more ample means ' for the instructions of its 
Students.* But these considerations, have no doubt, 
already occurred to you and will have their due 
weight in your deliberations. 

With the congratulations of this day, the Gover- 
nor and Council, and the two branches of the Legis- 
lature will allow me to suggest that they need the 
l>lessing of God. Whatever experience and talents, 
you may bring to the Councils of State, your best ef- 
forts will be fruitless without the favor of the Al- 
mighty. " Except the Lord build, tjie hou2|e; they 
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